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February 11, 2020
The monthly Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of District 9, 1222 Green Street, Iselin, New Jersey, was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by the President with notices posted in the Home News Tribune, on the bulletin board at Fire Company #1 and #2 and at Town Hall as prescribed under Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975.  A salute to the flag was led by the President.

Roll Call of Commissioners:  S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker and K. Williams.  E. A. Mullen was absent.  
Also in attendance were W. Kenney, E.R. Mullen, the Chief, the Fire Official and the Attorney.
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted with a motion made by D. Thaker and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams).

Reports of Committees:

Fire Equipment & Apparatus:

MK completed miscellaneous repairs to the apparatus.  Mr. Kenney noted that 9-2 will be going to EES to correct some issues regarding a water leak and should be back before Friday.  9-6 needs some repair work as well, but most of it can be done inhouse here.  The PM work can be held off until the ladder truck comes back in May.  There was also an issue with 9‑2—some of the slats need to be replaced, but it will be covered under warrantee.  9-5 will be repaired inhouse at House 2.  The Knox boxes have been installed and programmed.  Regarding 9-2-4, discussed the place of inspection.  Received a proposal for 9-2-4 for labor and materials for no more than $10,000.  After discussion, a motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams) to accept the proposal.  Regarding 9-3-4, Mr. Mullen gave the go-ahead to complete the specs, after which a brief discussion was held.  
Hydrants:  

The mechanic was in and some debris was found in 9-6 and 9-5 intake.  The debris was given to the Fire Prevention Bureau and Mr. Wertz, the Fire Official, noted that the debris was dropped off at the Water Co. to find out what it was.
Facilities:

Paint cabinet upgrade is on hold. Researching prices to upgrade the traffic lights.  Working on quotes for the security camera upgrade.  Mr. Rudy noted that the plumber was in last month to make some repairs.  He added that the work in the bathrooms at House 1 and House 2 will start next week.
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Communications Equipment:   

Mr. Mullen reported receipt of a proposal for 12 pagers costing $6003.96 under State Contract and we will be getting $900 back because we will be trading in a dozen of our Minitor-5’s.  A motion was made by M. Rudy and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams) to accept the proposal.  Mr. Mullen noted that the installation of the new work stations is presently taking place.  The Server should be back up by Thursday morning.  Everyone was notified accordingly.  Mr. Mullen added that we need a cable lock and a new laser printer totaling $572.51.  A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams) to purchase these items.  Another motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams) to purchase a DVA Switch for the monitor for $191.  Mr. Mullen added that the Secretary’s laptop came in.  
Fire Prevention:

At the request of the Fire Official, a motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams) to purchase two Fire-Scene Tool Kits totaling $978.00.  Another motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams) to approve the request for Inspector Wertz to attend the IAAI International Training conference in Las Vegas for a total cost of $3,770.00 for everything.  Another motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams) to purchase 100 patches for a total cost of $184.00 plus the cost of shipping. The Fire Official’s report was accepted with a motion made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, and K. Williams).  
Legal & Insurance:  
A resolution was read regarding a cash advance in the amount of $2,927.00 for Inspector Mary Wertz to attend the IAAI International Training conference in Las Vegas.  A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, yes; M. Rudy, yes; D. Thaker, yes; and K. Williams, yes) to approve the resolution as read.  Mr. Williams brought up the past discussion regarding the usage of the Chief’s vehicles.  He gave a report regarding the percentage of usage at fire calls.  
Old Business:   None to report.
New Business:  

Mr. Williams noted that he will be introducing at the Agenda Meeting in March his idea of rewarding plaques to noteworthy firefighters.  He also noted that, in his opinion, he feels that the Board should not be paying for the food at training meetings.  
Communications and Bills:

A motion was made by D. Thaker and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and M. Rudy) to pay all bills for the month of January 2020 in the amount of $223,535.91.  Communications were as follows:
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· A memo from the Middlesex County Clerk regarding the requirements for the upcoming election to be held on February 15, 2020
· Communications from D. Thaker to the Middlesex County Board of Elections regarding the Fire District #9 Election and Absentee Ballots
· A memo from Chief McPartland stating that he is officially back in active status

· A letter from Mr. Kenney to James Durek, Esq. and Carol Berlen, Esq. notifying them that a financial audit will be done
· Copy of a letter from TK Real Estate stating that they have purchased a property on Green Street and asking that all future correspondence be sent to them

· A letter to the Fire Commissioners asking if we would like to have office staff present at the election

· A letter to the Fire Department Chiefs from the Department of Community Affairs, division of Fire Safety, requesting our updated information
· Correspondence to and from Mr. Dave Hines regarding his Open Public Records Act Request
· A memo to the Board of Fire Commissioners from the Municipal Clerk, John Mitch, regarding the 2020 Census Day on April 1, 2020
· Copies of Certificates of Inspection for Iselin #1 Fire Co. on West Kelly Street and at 1222 Green Street

· Correspondence to Mr. E.R. Mullen and Mr. K. Wertz regarding a death-bed request
· Various reports

The Attorney requested that the issue regarding Menlo Park Terrace be deferred to a later date.  A motion was made by M. Rudy and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, D. Thaker and M. Rudy) to accept the correspondence and make it a part of the permanent record.
Chief’s Report: 
The Chief reported of 43 calls for the month of January with no firefighter injuries.  He noted that there are three membership applications pending and no equipment requests. He requested approval for the training requests.  After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, D. Thaker and M. Rudy) to approve the training requests for Jeff Joyce.  Another motion was made by M. Rudy and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, D. Thaker and M. Rudy) to approve Brian Bennett’s request to attend the NJ Weekend at the National Fire Academy for $250.  Another motion was made by M. Rudy and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, D. Thaker and M. Rudy) to approve Adam Karlin’s request to attend Firefighter 2 for $210.  Mr. Williams held a brief discussion regarding the emergency response vehicles.  A motion was made by K.Williams with and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, D. Thaker and M. Rudy) to accept the Chief’s report.  After a lengthy discussion, it was decided that the Chief’s request to hand out the Key Code will be tabled for further discussion.
Health & Safety:  Nothing to report.
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Floor Participation:  
President Penna noted that the speaker in the back room is broken.  He also asked about the contract for the work crew.  He then requested a Personnel Session to discuss a matter that was brought to his attention.  
After a Personnel Session which began at 8:35 p.m., the meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,









_______________________________   

Secretary

Board of Fire Commissioners, District #9

Transcribed by:

___________________________

(Ms.) Joyce E. Lynch
