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October 8, 2019

The monthly Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of District 9, 1222 Green Street, Iselin, New Jersey, was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by the President with notices posted in the Home News Tribune, on the bulletin board at Fire Company #1 and at Town Hall as prescribed by the Laws of 1975.  A salute to the flag was led by the President.

Roll Call of Commissioners: S. Larko, M. Rudy, E. A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams.  Also in
attendance were W. Kenney, E.R. Mullen, Deputy Chief Ken Creighton, and the attorney.
Preceding the regular order of business, a motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams) to go into a Personnel Session.  
At 7:35 p.m., the public meeting reopened with a motion made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams).
A motion was made by M. Rudy and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams) to accept the resignation of our present Attorney, James Durek.  Another motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams) to appoint Carol A. Berlen, Esquire, as our new attorney.
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted with a motion made by D. Thaker and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams).
Reports of Committees:

Fire Equipment & Apparatus:

New tires were installed on 9-3-7 and the A/C was repaired on 9-6.  Mr. Kenney noted that a meeting was held regarding the 9‑2-4 refurb and ideas were brought up about repairs that were not part of the original contract. There were some rust areas on the hydraulic tank and it was recommended that it be replaced. Seagraves also recommended that the floor of the cab be replaced which was not anticipated.  It was suggested that a change-order be submitted for approval.
Hydrants:   
The Annual Water Co. meeting will be held held on October 23rd at 5:30 p.m.
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Facilities:

Paint cabinet upgrade is on hold. Researching prices to upgrade the traffic lights.  Working on quotes for the security camera upgrade.  Refrigerator was delivered.  9-6 electric cord was repaired.  Lights for the truck bays are to be installed on November 25th.  Mr. Kenney will talk to Wunder Electric about the time allocation and how long we need to leave the engines out.  It was recommended by Thermal to replace the control units for the A/C on the second floor which would cost $15,790.  After discussion, a motion made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams) to approve this purchase.

Communication Equipment:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
The tablets were ordered from Microsoft and ESP.  Mr. Mullen reported that the server upgrade on our Network Server software and all our work stations software will be done in late December and early January. Mr. Mullen went over the recommendations that Hewlett‑Packard made.  They suggested that three separate purchase orders be made because three different companies would be involved.  Mr. Mullen noted that we had anticipated spending $25,000 this year and $25,000 next year for this work to be done.  He added that everything would be covered under State Contract.  A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams) to approve the expenditure of $14,912.71 to Hewlett Packard for software upgrade.
Fire Prevention:

The Fire Official’s report was accepted with a motion made by E.A. Williams and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams).  The Fire Official requested a Personnel Session following this meeting.
Legal & Insurance:

Waiting for Drew Memorial to give us a quote to repair the monument near the fuel pumps, and we will ask Semanza to repair the base.  Received a resolution to renew the Annual Agreement for Dispatch for 2020 in the amount of $76,577.00.  A motion made was made by E.A. Williams and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and K. Williams) to accept the resolution to renew the Annual Agreement.
New Business:

A request was made by K. Williams for reimbursement of $60 for a seminar he attended on apparatus purchasing. Mr. Kenney noted that we need a new gear drier and will have a rep from “Hang-Dry” come in to do a demo.  He also suggested looking into a new hose drier; he will get more information.   
Communications and Bills:

A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, E.A. Mullen and M. Rudy) to pay all bills for the month of September 2019 in the amount of $138, 607.73.  Communications were as follows: 
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· Copy of the resolution regarding the renewal of the Annual Dispatch Agreement

· Copy of a letter dated September 18, 2019 from Brianna Carloni to all Work Crew 

     Supervisors regarding a request to use the Work Crew; this request has been handled

· A Memo from John Mitch about a question about OPRA’s request regarding 127 Kelly Street
· A Memo from the Township of Woodbridge regarding the paving of Middlesex-Essex Avenue
· A Memo from the Business Administrator regarding the Application Status

· A letter from Verizon regarding circuit requests for their services
· A letter from VFIS regarding a change in our insurance carrier
· Various reports

A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, E.A. Mullen and M. Rudy) to accept the correspondence and make it a part of the permanent record.
Chief’s Report: 
Deputy Chief Creighton noted of 56 calls for the month of September with no firefighter injuries.  He then discussed the equipment and training requests, as well as new applicants.  He added that the next Health & Safety meeting will be held in November.  A request was made to replace the Universal machine in the gym with an elliptical machine.  The Board asked that the request for the Pelican advanced lighting units be tabled till next month after more information is received from the Chief.  Regarding a previous request for wipes, Mr. Kenney suggested that they be changed to canisters at a cost of $119.88 per case of 12 and we would purchase 2 cases.  He also suggested a wall-mount dispenser for the canisters at a price of $236.50 per dispenser and an additional $140 each for refills.  A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, E.A. Mullen and M. Rudy) to approve the purchase of canisters, wall-mounts and refills.  A question was raised about taking Purel off the walls but it was stated that the wipes are different from Purel and should stay on the walls.  Also, regarding the previous request for bottles from Scott cleaner, that particular bottle is obsolete so we will purchase a different type at $167.56 per case of 12.  A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, E.A. Mullen and M. Rudy) to accept the Chief’s Report and to table the equipment requests, training requests and the request for an elliptical machine till next meeting when the Chief is present.
Floor Participation (Public Comments):
P. Penna thanked the Board on behalf of the Police Department for using our offices for training noting that it went very well.  He stated they may request permission do again in the future. He discussed using the property for the sale of Christmas tree again this year as they did last year and move the safety trailer.  He discussed an issue with those being qualified on the ladder truck.
The meeting ended at 8:20 p.m. followed by a Personnel Session which adjourned at 8:33 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,









_______________________________   

Secretary

Board of Fire Commissioners, District #9

Transcribed by:

___________________________

(Ms.) Joyce E. Lynch
